
If You Ran Things
News from Thursday, August 17th
Listen to the Episode ᐅ

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of hip-hop, the Brooklyn Public Library released
13 limited edition library cards featuring artwork from the albums of rapper Jay-Z.
According to a library spokesperson, it was a joint e�ort with Roc Nation and
resulted in 14,000 people signing up for a new library account.

Imagine that you are in charge of getting kids and adults to come to your local
library. Create a plan for how you will encourage them to visit.

+ + +
Want to showcase your students’ work?

Send it to us at wehearyou@kidnuz.org and it might be featured on our social media
channels or website!
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Imagine!
News from Wednesday, August 23rd
Listen to the Episode ᐅ

Brights Zoo in Tennessee recently welcomed a special new youngster: a spotless
gira�e. Though she’s just over a month old, the baby is already six feet tall, and
she’s attracting a lot of attention. Not only is it rare for a gira�e to be born
without spots, but this one is a member of an endangered species: the reticulated
gira�e. The zoo is holding a vote to choose from among four Swahili names for
its new arrival.

Imagine that you are the only gira�e in your herd to be born without spots. Write
a short story about how you would celebrate being di�erent!

+++
Want to showcase your students’ work?

Send it to us at wehearyou@kidnuz.org and it might be featured on our social media
channels or website!
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Test It!
News from Thursday, August 24th
Listen to the Episode ᐅ

64 contestants entered this year’s Great Cardboard Boat Race in Elkhart, Nevada.
Their designs could only be made of cardboard, duct tape and a “whole lot of love”
- and had to survive a lap around the pond to be considered for awards that
included best decorated and most spectacular sinkers. The race raised money for
the United Way.

Design your own boat made from cardboard and tape. With your parents or
guardians, test it out in a local body of water, in your bathtub, or in your sink! Draw
a picture of your boat below. Be sure to include an award like “Most Spectacular
Sinker.”

+++
Want to showcase your students’ work?

Send it to us at wehearyou@kidnuz.org and it might be featured on our social media
channels or website!
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Design It!
News from Wednesday, August 23rd
Listen to the Episode ᐅ

Researchers in Japan are looking to outer space for a reply to a message sent 40
years ago. The message, created by Stanford University astronomers in the form
of radio waves, showed the stages of evolution, a drawing of our solar system, and
an explanation of DNA. Researchers hoped that the message might find its way to
intelligent extraterrestrials. They now believe that enough time has passed for the
message to reach the nearby solar system of Altair, and for a potential answer to
make its way back.

Imagine that you are an astronomer, and you must create a message to be sent
into outer space. What would the message say? What information would it include
about our planet? Write your message in the space below.

+++
Want to showcase your students’ work?

Send it to us at wehearyou@kidnuz.org and it might be featured on our social media
channels or website!
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Make a Pitch!
News from Thursday, August 17th
Listen to the Episode ᐅ

A university in Belgium recently launched a class dedicated to analyzing the lyrics
of Taylor Swift songs. The class at Ghent University is called “Swifterature,” and it’s
meant to encourage critical thinking. The response has mostly been enthusiastic,
though there have been some critics of the class. In response to those critics, the
class’s instructor, Professor Elly McCausland, says “‘haters gonna hate.’”

Make a pitch for your school to have a class or lesson on one of your favorite
musicians, artists, or authors. Include a detailed description of the class and at
least three reasons that your school should sponsor it.

+++
Want to showcase your students’ work?

Send it to us at wehearyou@kidnuz.org and it might be featured on our social media
channels or website!
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